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Utah Montessori Council
www.utahmontessori.org

November 2011
Dear Montessorians;
We are pleased to present your registration materials for our 9th Annual Conference, “The Magic of Montessori” to be held at Maria Montessori Academy in North Ogden January 27thand 28th, 2012.  This year’s conference features keynote speaker, Dr. Jane Bluestein, author of several books on parenting, discipline and promoting positive classrooms including Being a Successful Teacher, The Parent’s Little Book of Lists: Do’s and Don’ts of Effective Parenting, The Win-Win Classroom and Miracles, Magic and Synchronicity.  Dr. Bluestein is a former teacher, teacher trainer and crisis intervention counselor. She speaks internationally and has appeared on CNN, National Public Radio and The Oprah Winfrey Show. We hope you and your faculty will plan to attend. 

The volunteer efforts of our members and friends help us to keep costs low while offering a professional conference experience with something to interest everyone from parents to administrators. Early Bird registration for UMC members for the full conference is $60 per person until December 15th, and $75 thereafter. Registration includes appetizers, school tour and round table discussions on Friday evening as well as workshops and lunch on Saturday. If you are not yet a member just download the membership application from the website (www.utahmontessori.org). There is no membership fee. Membership entitles you to a vote at UMC meetings, eligibility for UMC school certification, publications and notification of information and events throughout the year. 

Come prepared to shop since our vendors often offer special conference discounts. Vendors who have confirmed so far include Waseca and Educational Sounds and Images.
Following is information on some Ogden hotels.  Please book your rooms early and inquire about group rates for your school.
Marriott - 247 24th Street, 801-627-1190, $80/ restaurant, pool, hot tub , 6.2 mi to Maria Montessori Academy

High Country Inn -1335 W 12th Street, 801-394-9474, $90/ breakfast, jacuzzi, restaurant, 7.1 mi to site

Comfort Inn – 1776 W 2550 N, 801-737-5660, $85/breakfast, pool, hot tub, 2.8 mi. to site
Days Inn – 3306 Washington Blvd 801-399-5671, $65/ breakfast, huge pool, 7.4 mi to site

Complete the enclosed registration forms and return with registration fees no later than January 15th. Please pass this on to other Montessorians. See you in January!

Sincerely,

Duna Strachan

UMC Conference Coordinator
duna@soaringwings.org
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 “The Magic of Montessori”

Utah Montessori Council

9th Annual Conference

Friday and Saturday, January 27 – 28, 2012

Maria Montessori Academy

2505 North 200 East

North Ogden

Friday
4:00 pm Registration, Tour of School, Shopping Opportunity, Munch & Mingle 

5:00 pm Round Table Discussions
Infant/Toddler Level: Mercedes Castle, All Roads Montessori, Portland 
Early Childhood Level: Jessica Rawlings, Montessori at Riverton, Riverton
Elementary Level: Nicoletta Householder, Maria Montessori Academy, Ogden 

 Middle School Level: Emi Sorensen, Montessori at Riverton, Riverton 
Parent Level: Dr. Jane Bluestein, Albuquerque

Saturday
8:00 am Registration

8:30 – 10:00 am Keynote Address 

The Magic of a Win-Win School
Dr. Jane Bluestein

Jane is an award-winning author whose books include Creating Emotionally Safe Schools; Being a Successful Teacher; The Parent’s Little Book of Lists: Dos and Don’ts of Effective Parenting; Mentors, Masters and Mrs. McGregor: Stories of Teachers Making a Difference;  Magic, Miracles & Synchronicity: A Journal of Gratitude and Awareness; The Win-Win Classroom and Becoming a Win-Win Teacher. Formerly a classroom teacher (in inner-city Pittsburgh, PA), crisis-intervention counselor, teacher training program coordinator, and volunteer with high-risk teens at a local Day Treatment Program, Dr. Bluestein currently heads Instructional Support Services, Inc., a consulting and resource firm in Albuquerque, New Mexico. She has appeared internationally as a speaker and talk-show guest, including several appearances as a guest expert on CNN, National Public Radio and The Oprah Winfrey Show.                                                                                                                                                                                                

10:30 – 11:45 am Workshop Session I
A. Environments for Attachment and Independence
Mercedes Paine Castle
How might the environment be a teacher in an infant and toddler community?  How can we create curriculum from care giving rituals, and how we might support healthy foundational attachment in order to achieve independence? Themes such as peace education and environmental sustainability will be addressed. Mercedes Castle founded All Roads Learning Community, an environmentally sustainable Infant and Toddler Montessori Community, in 2003. In 2009, All Roads added a Montessori Children's House, serving children two and a half to six.  Mercedes is an active member of the Oregon Montessori Association, and past President, serving on the board and directors for four years. Mercedes is the lead teacher in the classroom, a parent coach, and mentor for infant and toddler teachers, as well as a Course Instructor for the Montessori Teacher Education Center, San Francisco Bay Area. She holds a B.A. in Biology from the University of California, Santa Cruz and has an AMS Infant and Toddler teaching credential. Mercedes is a mother to a six and a half year old boy, and sings and plays guitar in her spare time. (Toddler, Heads of Schools)
B. Early Childhood Language Refresher Course - Part I 

Theresa Noble

Materials, procedures, and sequence for developing language skills and literacy in the primary classroom will be reviewed. An organization which allows children confidence and autonomy will be presented. The presenter will demonstrate how Montessori language lessons can be paired with current trends in literacy in appropriate ways. Teresa is a 28 year veteran of SC public schools.  She holds a BA in Early Childhood Education, an MA in Special Education, and is certified as an Early Childhood Classroom Guide by MEPI.  She is an Early Childhood Program Director for the Institute for Guided Studies, instructor and supervisor for Lander University, and does private Montessori consulting. (Early Childhood, Heads of Schools)

C. Elementary Math Refresher Course – Part I

Souzzann Zink

Join us for a review of some of the wonderful lessons and variations in the elementary math curriculum. After 25 years teaching children and adults of all ages, including over 16 years in Montessori classrooms, Souzzann now consults with and trains educators and administrators and promotes Montessori education through her company, Montessori for Everybody. She also teaches children aged 9-12 at Maria Montessori Academy charter school in North Ogden, Utah.  (Lower Elementary, Upper Elementary)
D. Miracles, Magic and Synchronicity 
Jane Bluestein, PhD

An inspiring presentation to help develop an “attitude of gratitude,” a life-affirming process that not only brings greater awareness of the wonder and magic that can occur in the course of a day, but can help us reframe negative thinking–and events–and help us develop healthy and positive alternatives to scarcity consciousness and victim thinking. Topics range from tangible, concrete blessings to more abstract and challenging dimensions of gratitude: beauty and wonder in the physical environment, “angels” who make our lives richer, the power of our intuition and desires, the blessings of service and creativity, the gift of perspective and self-acknowledgement, and the silver linings or benefits of more challenging life experiences. Get your thinking on a positive track. This program will change the way you look at life.  (All)
E. Moving Beyond Today’s To-Do List
Jennifer Duffield, MBA
Daily management issues can seem insurmountable, but solid procedure can help you move beyond today’s to-do list.  This session will explore ways to cut through the mundane and open creative avenues to bolster your programs. Jennifer has an NAMC certificate (toddler; early childhood), BS (chemistry) and an MBA (business administration).  She is acting Director of Dancing Moose Montessori School and has experience teaching pre-K and experience as Internship Director at Springstone Montessori, Las Vegas, Nevada. (Heads of Schools)
F. The Art Experience
Kaley Parsons
This workshop will highlight the lower elementary art curriculum with adaptations for early childhood and upper elementary.  There will also be ideas for extensions on presentations. Kaley Parsons is a Lower Elementary teacher and as the school’s art specialist at Maria Montessori Academy.  She is currently working toward certification as a Lower Elementary guide.  She has been in Montessori for three years and holds a  Bachelor’s degree in Industrial Design from Savannah College of Art and Design in Savannah, Georgia  and a  Master’s degree in Art Education from Boston University. (Early Childhood, Lower Elementary, Upper Elementary)
G. Where Did You Find That? Searching for Science Extensions 

Shelly Gramajo

Have you ever wished you could find materials to support your science curriculum?  It’s amazing what’s available with a little Google searching!  Come and see what others have found and share your own treasures.  We will be discussing resources and sharing materials for letting the cultural curriculum shine. Shelly has been part of the Montessori community for seven years. She graduated from BYU in 2000 and later trained with Lois Bobo to complete her Montessori 6-9 certification. She currently teaches at The Walden School of Liberal Arts, a K – 12 Montessori charter school in Provo. (Lower Elementary)
11:45 am – 1:00 pm Luncheon and Door Prize Drawing 

1:00 – 2:15 pm Workshop Session II

H. Early Childhood Language Refresher Course – Part II

Theresa Noble

In Part II of this presentation we will continue with materials, procedures, and sequence for developing language skills and literacy in the primary classroom. An organization which allows children confidence and autonomy will be presented. The presenter will demonstrate how Montessori language lessons can be paired with current trends in literacy in appropriate ways. Teresa is a 28 year veteran of SC public schools.  She holds a BA in Early Childhood Education, an MA in Special Education, and is certified as an Early Childhood Classroom Guide by MEPI.  She is an Early Childhood Program Director for the Institute for Guided Studies, instructor and supervisor for Lander University, and does private Montessori consulting. (Early Childhood, Heads of Schools)

I. Brain Gym

Carrol Bybee
Give your brain a workout and learn exercises to help your students absorb and retain more of the wonders of the Montessori classroom. There are ideas to help learners of all ages. Carrol Bybee has been teaching Montessori for over 25 years. She is Founder and Director of Discovery Montessori Academy in Bountiful. (All)
J. Elementary Math Refresher Course – Part II 

Souzzann Zink

In Part II we continue with a review of some of the wonderful lessons and variations in the elementary math curriculum. After 25 years teaching children and adults of all ages, including over 16 years in Montessori classrooms, Souzzann now consults with and trains educators and administrators and promotes Montessori education through her company, Montessori for Everybody. She also teaches children aged 9-12 at Maria Montessori Academy charter school in North Ogden, Utah.  (Lower Elementary, Upper Elementary)
K. The Cultivation of a Montessori Middle School Program

Beti Wyn Holcombe

Springing from the requests of dedicated parents and students, this middle school program grew from a well-established Montessori private elementary school in the Midwest.  Join with us to share the successes of our students, their curriculum, their business model, their community services, and their exhilarating overseas trips. Beti Wyn Holcombe recently retired from 45 years of teaching children of all ages.  She now focuses on leaving a legacy by teaching her MACTE accredited Montessori training program for MEPI Elementary I and II, and being an educational consultant. (Lower Elementary, Upper Elementary, Middle School, Heads of Schools)
L. Getting More Out of the Grammar Boxes 

Jean Rashkin

Bring the beauty of Maria Montessori’s Grammar Box techniques to the service of every child’s expansion of language skills. Follow the child into the joys of grammar by personalizing command cards and phrases for analyzing. This workshop is designed for teachers both experienced and inexperienced with the Grammar Boxes. Jean taught university French, before spending 28 years in the field of Montessori education. Certified at the EC, Elementary I and II levels she is currently an instructor at Montessori Education Center of the Rockies and a Montessori consultant.  (Lower Elementary)
M. Children’s Literature 

Nancy T. Sager, MA

Literature for children encompasses many genres.  Today's literature for children is marked by increasingly varied content, continued experimentation with innovative formats and literary techniques.  This workshop will offer some insights in how to use literature in the classroom. Nancy is a former professor of Child Development, founder and director of a Montessori school in San Diego and currently serves on the Board of Directors for two schools. Nancy is school librarian holding Story Time each week for 140 students. A former Montessori classroom teacher and head of school, she has taught for a variety of Montessori teacher education programs. AMS-credentialed (EI-II). St. Nicholas-credentialed. (Toddler, Early Childhood, Lower Elementary)
N. Biomes Part I

Sharon Duncan

Learn how you can present the world to children through biomes and integrate the Montessori Curriculum by weaving geography with science and language to show how everything is connected and nothing exists in isolation.  Get ideas on how to present the parts of a biome (air, water, soil, plants, animals, and energy from the sun) with experiments, art, drama, and language activities. Be sure to register for both sessions of this two-part workshop. Sharon is certified in both Montessori primary and elementary (6-9) with 25 years of classroom experience.  She is a founder of a small school in Athens, GA and the author and illustrator of the biome materials from Waseca.(Early Childhood, Lower and Upper Elementary)
2:45 – 4:00 pm Workshop Session III

O. Biomes Part II

Sharon Duncan

Sharon has much to present so be sure to register for both sessions of this two-part workshop. Learn how you can present the world to children through biomes and integrate the Montessori Curriculum by weaving geography with science and language to show how everything is connected and nothing exists in isolation.  Get ideas on how to present the parts of a biome (air, water, soil, plants, animals, and energy from the sun) with experiments, art, drama, and language activities. Sharon is certified in both Montessori primary and elementary (6-9) with 25 years of classroom experience.  She is a founder of a small school in Athens, GA and the author and illustrator of the biome materials from Waseca.(Early Childhood, Lower and Upper Elementary)

P. Practical Life Month by Month

Teresa Allen 

Practical Life is the key to normalization.  Help your children find peace in the classroom while keeping your Practical Life area fresh and inviting.  In this workshop, Miss Teresa will share a month by month curriculum that has been developed over years. Teresa is a certified Early Childhood (3-6) and Elementary (6-9) teacher with 13 years of experience.  She currently teaches at Walden School of Liberal Arts in Provo, Utah where she has been a lead teacher and team leader for 5 years. (Early Childhood)
Q. Studio Arts 

Nicole Householder and Katie Beerman
Come join us to learn how to incorporate and teach, PE, Music, and Art through a three hour concentrated rotation. This is an opportunity for teachers to step out of their regular roll of presenting lessons in a classroom, and incorporate their knowledge, experience and interests through activities. Through this experience of Studio Arts you will learn about other teachers and interact with students throughout the school. This is an opportunity to synergize as a staff and a school. Come hear first hand from students about their experience with Studio Arts. Katie Beerman holds a B.S. in Elementary Education, Special Education and Natural Sciences from Castleton State College. She works as a Special Ed teacher at Maria Montessori Academy. Nicole Householder graduated from Seattle University in 2000 earning a B.S. degree in Ecological Studies with a Sociology Minor. She has received her Lower Elementary training through North American Montessori Center and is currently completing her Upper Elementary training through the Institute of Guided Studies. Nicole has worked in Montessori since 2005 and is currently an Upper Elementary teacher at Maria Montessori Academy. (Lower Elementary, Upper Elementary)
R. Enhancing Your Environment
Rebecca Halliday
Come learn inspiring age-old tricks of the trade to inspire the creator within us as we nurture and beautify our environment. It’s time to relax…connect…and create our world. Rebecca has 15 years experience in Interior Design. She has been a business owner and entrepreneur in the design industry, Schematic Designer for an award-winning architectural firm, designer for Parade of Homes and Street of Dreams in Utah and in Florida. Rebecca was trained in Architectural Schematic Design by the former President of AIBD and was top sales performer in Luxury Home Furnishings. Rebecca works in Public Relations and Parent Involvement at Montessori at Riverton. “Create a beautiful home, keep it in order, protect your financial investment and learn to grow your means to uplift and serve others in the world.” (All)
S. Teaching Literacy Through Creative Dance and the Arts

Mary Ann Lee, MA

This workshop will weave dance and the arts into teaching literacy to the young child and in the elementary classroom.  Participants will dance, sing, paint and act ideas from a piece of literature. Materials will include the workshop notes, a bibliography of books and materials, a CD of music.  Participants should come prepared to move, sing, speak and participate. Mary Ann Lee directs the Virginia Tanner Creative Dance Program and Children’s Dance Theater in the College of Fine Arts at the University of Utah. She trained with Virginia Tanner and was a member of Children’s Dance Theater. Ms. Lee received Masters Degrees in Dance and French and was a dance specialist for the National Endowment for the Arts’ Artists-in-Schools Program. She continues to teach at the University of Utah in the Departments of Modern Dance and Education and in the Tanner Dance Program and teaches throughout Utah, nationally and internationally. (All)
T. Annual UMC General Meeting

We invite representatives of each school to join us to review the year’s highlights and plan for future UMC events. If you have an item for the agenda please contact UMC President Valerie Whitehead at msvalerie@montessori-at-riverton.org. The general membership of the UMC normally only meets once each year so if you have ideas or comments on building a better UMC, please join us.
Utah Montessori Council Annual Conference Registration 

January 27 – 28, 2012    Maria Montessori Academy, North Ogden 

Registration includes appetizers Friday evening & lunch Saturday. Presenters and hosts attend free of charge.
Friday Evening Events

Number attending:                                                                                                                                               
__________Munch & Mingle 4:00 – 5:00 pm
                                                                                


Round Table Discussions 5:00 – 6:00 pm


___________Toddler Level led by Mercedes Castle

___________Early Childhood Level led by Jessica Rawlings


___________Elementary Level led by Nicole Householder

___________Middle School Level led by Emi Sorensen

___________Parent Discussion led by Dr. Jane Bluestein



	Name 
please print
	Title
	Workshop Session I
(A,B,C,D,E,F or G)
	Workshop Session II
(H, I,J, K, L, M or N)
	Workshop Session III
(O, P, Q, R, S or T)
	Diet 

Preference

V = vegetarian
GF = gluten free

DF = dairy free

	
	
	 
	 
	
	

	
	
	 
	
	
	

	
	
	 
	
	
	

	
	
	 
	 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Saturday Workshops

Please attach a separate sheet of paper to list additional participants.
School Name ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing address____________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone___________________________________E-mail____________________________________________________________

Number attending full conference = ______ X $60 ($75 after Dec. 15th)                            = ___________

Number attending Friday only  = ______ X $30 ($45 after Dec 15th)


   =  ___________

Number attending Saturday workshops only = ______ X $50 ($65 after Dec. 15th)       =  ___________

Total enclosed  (please make checks payable to UMC)                                  

  $  ___________

To become a member of the UMC please download the membership application from www.utahmontessori.org. Membership is free and entitles you to a vote at general meetings, a membership certificate, eligibility for UMC certifications, publications and materials that may become available and advance notice of coming events. 

UMC Council of Elder nominees - Please list anyone in your school who has been working in Montessori education for 20 years or longer for nomination to the UMC Council of Elders:
______________________________________ _____________________________________________

Name                    Title              Years in Montessori                 Name                    Title             Years in Montessori


Due to our tight budgeting which allows us to bring you a professional conference at very low rates we cannot provide refunds.
Please mail registration and payment (checks payable to UMC) no later than January 15th to: 

UMC, 2083 Equestrian Ct, Park City, UT 84060
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